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Regents' Administrative Committee on Research (RACR) BYLAWS



ARTICLE 1 - NAME, PURPOSE

Section 1: The name of the organization shall be the Regents' Administrative Committee on Research (RACR).

Section 2: RACR considers and makes recommendations on initiatives, opportunities, and concerns related to the Research units at institutions within the University System of Georgia. RACR has responsibility, shared with other administrative/advisory groups, to make recommendations to the Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer, and through this position to the Chancellor and, through the Chancellor, to the Board of Regents regarding research issues within the purview of USG institutions.


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Membership shall consist of the senior Research officer from all institutions within the University System of Georgia.

Section 2: The senior Research officer, or their designee, from each institution shall be the designated representative on matters requiring a vote of the membership. Each institution shall receive one vote. The senior Research officer may identify a designee to serve as institutional representative in their absence.

Section 3: A simple majority of voting delegates (or designees) will constitute a quorum. Once a quorum is established, a simple majority of voting members is required to carry a motion before the Committee. Meetings and voting may occur in person and/or virtually. 

Section 4: The University System Office shall be represented at RACR meetings by USG staff who will serve as non-voting, ex-officio members of RACR.


ARTICLE III - ANNUAL MEETINGS

Section 1: RACR will hold a minimum of four official meetings each calendar year. At the discretion of the Chair and/or the prompting of the University System staff, additional meetings may be added.

Section 2: The date, time, and place of the meetings will be set by the Chair and Vice Chair of RACR.

Section 3: The Chair of RACR may call special meetings.

Section 4: All RACR members will receive written notification of each meeting at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date and time, unless immediate need prohibits such notification.

Section 5: RACR meetings shall be open to others who may choose to attend including staff members invited by voting delegates, and additional staff from the University System Office.

Section 6: RACR will hear advice and/or suggestions from other Administrative Advisory Committees. Upon a simple majority vote of the voting members of RACR (or designees), the Chair, on behalf of RACR, will make formal recommendations to the Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer.

ARTICLE IV - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

· The RACR Executive Committee shall consist of the Chair, Vice Chair, the Vice Chair Elect, the Immediate Past Chair, and one Member-at-Large. 
· Members of the Executive Committee shall be elected by majority vote by the membership of RACR present at the annual meeting in which elections are held. 
· The term of office shall be one year and will begin immediately following the meeting in which he/she is elected and continue until the end of the next annual meeting during which elections are held. 
· An election shall be held approximately at the conclusion of each fiscal year. 
· The Chair Elect becomes the Chair the year following election, the Chair becomes the Immediate Past Chair, and the Vice Chair Elect becomes the Vice Chair. 
· The Executive Committee shall represent the membership of the RACR and act on behalf of the RACR when the RACR is not in session. 
· The Executive Committee shall make all reasonable efforts to communicate with, and solicit opinions from, the membership of the RACR prior to exercising its authority under this article. 
· In the event that a member of the Executive Committee resigns, the Chair of the RACR will fill vacancies on the Executive Committee by appointment for the unexpired term. 
· If the Chair position becomes vacant, the Vice Chair will complete the remainder of the term. 
· The Chair will appoint members of the RACR Executive Committee to serve as liaisons to ad hoc workgroups and subcommittees, subject to the advice and consent of the Executive Committee. 
· The Chair will make appointments to RACR Committees and Working Groups. 







ARTICLE V - OFFICERS AND DUTIES

The duties of the Chair are:

· To initiate and monitor the Nominating Process
· To coordinate and facilitate a minimum of two RACR meetings
· To represent the issues, opportunities, and concerns of RACR to key staff members in the University System Office
· To inform RACR members of system initiatives, opportunities, and concerns related to Research
· To solicit input from RACR members and the University System Office and compile agendas for meetings
· To facilitate communication between RACR and other administrative groups responsible for Research issues on System campuses, and serve as liaison between these groups and RACR in representing the needs and interests of RACR.
· Appoint subcommittees as needed 


The duties of the Vice Chair are:

· To compile and distribute accurate records of RACR meetings to all members and to submit approved minutes for posting on the University System of Georgia Web Site (a designee may be selected to handle this duty)
· To assure the accuracy of the RACR Directory and monitor timely distribution.
· To facilitate the involvement of new RACR members encouraging their participation in RACR decision-making and activities
· To work closely with the Chair in identifying issues and preparing agendas for RACR meetings
· Preside in the absence of the Chair

The duties of the Immediate Past-Chair are:
· Provide continuity for the Committee
· Serve in an advisory capacity to the Chair

The duties of the Vice Chair Elect are: 
· Provide input from USG Research Leaders to the Executive Committee


The duties of the Member-at-Large are: 
· Provide input from USG Research Leaders to the Executive Committee


ARTICLE VI - COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
Section 1: Committees and working groups may be appointed on an ad hoc basis by
Chair.

A. Bylaws Committee:
1. Membership: There shall be four members, one of whom will be the RACR Vice-Chair, all will be appointed for one year terms.

ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS

Section 1: These Bylaws may be amended when necessary by a majority of RACR members present and voting. Proposed amendments must be submitted to the Executive Officers for review. All proposed amendments will be distributed to the full membership prior to a vote. 


The Bylaws were approved by the RACR membership on March 21, 2023.
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