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Topics

• SB 107/O.C.G.A. 20-3-66

• Isakson and Roe Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Act
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SB 107
• Passed during the 2021 legislative session and signed by 

Governor Kemp.

• Amended Georgia Code Section 20-3-66:

– Provides for in-state tuition at units of the USG and the TCSG 
for youth who are from homeless situations;

– Provides for the waiver of tuition and all fees, including 
customary room and board fees, for qualifying foster and 
adopted students by units of the TCSG; and,

– Urges the USG to adopt similar waiver provisions for youth 
who age out of foster care.

• Revisions to BoR Policy 4.3.2 (Classification of Students for 
Tuition Purposes) were approved to provide in-state tuition to 
homeless students.
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• Student from a Homeless Situation
Any student from a homeless situation shall be classified as in-
state for tuition purposes. Upon the classification of any such 
student as in-state for tuition purposes, such student shall 
maintain such classification until the earlier occurrence of the 
completion of a baccalaureate degree or ten years.

• Student from a Homeless Situation
An individual defined as a “Student from a homeless situation” 
pursuant to Georgia Code Section 20-3-66(4).
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BoR Policy 4.3.2



(4) "Student from a homeless situation" means an individual United 
States citizen who:
(A)

(i) Has graduated from a Georgia high school or an 
equivalent high school in another state; or

(ii) Has received a HiSET or general educational development 
(GED) diploma awarded by the Technical College System of 
Georgia or the equivalent from another state; and

(B)
(i) Is under the age of 24;

(ii) Currently lacks, or during the previous academic year 
lacked, a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence as 
described under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 
codified at 42 U.S.C. Section 11301, et seq., as of January 1, 
2021; and
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O.C.G.A. 20-3-66



(2) The term "homeless children and youths"—
(A)means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, & adequate nighttime 

residence; and
(B) includes—

(i) children & youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to 
loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, 
hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative 
adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional 
shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;
(ii) children & youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a 
public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings;
(iii) children & youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar 
settings; and
(iv) migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this part 
because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) 
through (iii).
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McKinney-Vento Act 



(iii) Has evidence of such status as provided for in division (ii) of this 
subparagraph from:

(I) A local educational agency homeless liaison;
(II) The director, or his or her designee, of an emergency or transitional 
shelter, street outreach program, homeless youth drop-in center, or other 
such program serving homeless youth or families;
(III) The director, or his or her designee, of a program funded under Part 
A of Title IV of the Social Security Act;
(IV) The state or tribal organization that administers a state plan under 
Part B or E of Title IV of the Social Security Act;
(V) Staff of a university accredited under the laws of this state; or
(VI) Such other similar professional, as deemed appropriate by the 
postsecondary educational institution;

provided, however, that the term "student from a homeless situation" shall 
not mean an individual who is or for any period within the last 12 consecutive 
months has been incarcerated in any correctional institution, detention 
center, jail, or other similar facility after having been convicted of a crime.
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O.C.G.A. 20-3-66



8

www.legis.ga.gov
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Isakson and Roe Health Care & Benefits 
Improvement Act of 2020



14

Military

3. Separated military members from a uniformed military service of the 
United States who meet one of the following:

A. Individuals who within 36 months of separation from such service 
enroll in an academic program and demonstrate intent to 
become domiciled in Georgia. This waiver may also be granted to 
their spouses and dependent children.

B. Any separated service member or any student utilizing 
transferred VA educational benefits and physically residing in the 
state who enrolls within 120 months of separation is also eligible.

C. Any individual as described in 38 U.S.C. 3679(c).

BoR Policy 7.3.4.1
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Next Steps
• Provide a new military sample waiver application form:

– Removed requirement that individuals using VA educational benefits 
enroll within a certain period of time after the separation.

– Updated to a fillable form.

– Combined the Separated Military, Active Duty, and Georgia National 
Guard & U.S. Military Reservists waiver forms into one form. 

• Provide applicants the opportunity to indicate if they are a 
student from a homeless situation on their admission 
application.

• Introduce new coding for institutions to capture if a student is 
eligible for an in-state tuition classification based on the 
updated policy.

• Post updated USG Tuition Classification Manual.  Institution 
manuals should also be updated to reflect these changes.



Thank you!
sarah.wenham@usg.edu
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