Data Science RAC Meeting Minutes
Fall 2023
Monday, November 20, 2023
Agenda 
	ATTENDANCE

	Institution
	Representative
	Attendance

	Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College

	Abul Sheikh
	P

	Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College

	Budhi Pantha

	A

	Albany State University

	Robert Owor

	A

	Atlanta Metropolitan State College
	Faisal Mirza
	A

	Atlanta Metropolitan State College

	Vincent Mangum 
	P

	Augusta University

	Alex Schwarzmann 
	A

	BOR University System of Georgia Liaison

	Jonathan Watts Hull

	P

	Clayton State University

	Shuju Bai 
	A

	College of Coastal Georgia

	Jose Lugo 
	A

	Columbus State University

	Kristin Seamon Lilly

	P

	Dalton State College

	Thomas Gonzalez

	P

	East Georgia State College

	John Gleissner

	A

	Fort Valley State University

	Mustafa Hamdan

	A

	Georgia College & State University

	Jebessa Mijena

	A

	Georgia Gwinnett College

	Cengiz Gunay

	P

	Georgia Gwinnett College

	Xin Xu

	P

	Georgia Highlands College

	Melanie Largin

	P

	Georgia Institute of Technology

	Joel Sokol

	A

	Georgia Southern University

	Yoris Au

	A

	Georgia Southwestern University

	Manoj Thapa

	A

	Georgia State University

	Rafal Angryk

	A

	Gordon State College

	Kelly Carter

	A

	Kennesaw State University

	Sherrill Hayes, Immediate Past Chair

	P

	Middle Georgia State University

	Barry Monk

	P

	Savannah State University

	Abhinandan Chowdhury

	P

	Savannah State University

	Shetia Butler Lamar, Chair

	P

	South Georgia State College

	Kishore Pradhan

	A

	University of Georgia

	William Vencill

	P

	University of North Georgia

	Brad Bailey

	P

	University of West Georgia

	Fengrong Wei

	P

	Valdosta State University

	Radu P. Mihail

	P

	Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Innovation
	Jill Lane
	P




I. (Re)orientation for Data Science RAC
II. Committee Introductions
a. RAC Outgoing Chair Dr. Sherrill Hayes, Kennesaw State University
b. Incoming Chair Dr. Shetia Butler Lamar, Savannah State University 

III. DATA 1501 proposal from Georgia State University
IV. Discussion of RAC responsibility to review DATA 1501 and courses for inclusion in Area D (now referred to as STEM area) proposals. 
a. Application review and discussion for alignment with template course. 
b. Poll will be emailed to committee for vote. 
V. DATA 1501 credential statement

DATA 1501 Credential statement:

18 graduate credit hours that includes advanced analytical course work with some active experience in research or professional application using data science and analytics technology and methodology. Examples include but are not limited to: Data Science, Analytics, Statistics, Mathematics, Computer Science, Information Technology, Engineering, quantitative social and behavioral sciences, and computational business disciplines. Faculty can also be qualified through 3 or more years professional experience in data science and analytics.

VI. Detail for CIP Code 30.7001
Title: Data Science, General. 
Definition: A program that focuses on the analysis of large scale data sources from the interdisciplinary perspectives of applied statistics, computer science, data storage, data representation, data modeling, mathematics, and statistics.

VII. Open Discussion on the previously proposed draft of qualifications for faculty to teach the DATA 1501 course.

a. Jill will provide Data Science credential template to provide guidance on how to align faculty qualification\credential statement with Data Science CIP code.   

VIII. Institutional questions/updates

IX. Discussion on change in prerequisite rules 

X. Meeting Adjourned
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Dr. Shetia Butler Lamar, RAC Chair 










































Review recent proposals

Reflect on DATA 1501 development
Consideration of “appropriate qualifications” for DATA 1501 course (request from USG eCore)
Relevant across all campuses
SACS-CoC consideration
Do we need a “statement” from the RAC?
Update on USG Data Science Initiative (if Dr. Recesso is available)





Art Recesso

Radu P Mihail
Adjusted course textbook to the Computational and Inferential Thinking textbook 
and also adjust course delivery to support student development in the course. Advisors also adapted to enrolling students who are interested in the subject matter rather than merely to satisfy Area D requirements.

Sherrill


Jonathan W. Hull

Radu P. Mihail

Pedagogy math statistics and computer science 

Joel Sokol
Where do we get faculty from? Faculty don’t have degrees in this field given it is relatively new. There are potential faculty across disciplines.

Sherrill
Credentials other than transcripts would need to be considered. 

Joel Sokol 
Hiring professionals from practice with significant experience working in data science

Gunay
No requirements for professors. Faculty can be from any field. 

Jonathan Hull

Advanced analytical coursework, active experience and history of research or practical application in data science

Radu Mihail
Rubric with check marks and scores 

Butler Lamar
Can faculty credentialed in another discipline then be credentialed for data science?

Butler Lamar



Sherrill
Will share proposed credential statement for feedback and vote 

Joel 
If responses are typically without decent we can continue to vote via google doc and only discuss those where there are conflicting responses or concerns

Butler Lamar
Agreed with Joel

Prefixes Discussion

Sherrill
Some university’s don’t want to use the DATA prefix and prefer alternatives like MATH.

Sherrill and Johnathan

Discussed logistics and need for treasurer to have in person meetings. Treasurer (for life) would need to be assigned to an account. 

Brad 
If 1501 being accepted in the place of 1401? Of for admissions in post baccalaureate. Will submit to list serve.

Joel motion to adjourn. Second to adjourn meeting???

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM

 








