


Regents Kinesiology Academic Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes – April 25, 2025
Location – Virtual, Microsoft Teams

Members Present: 
Benjamin Meador (Georgia Southwestern State University)
Betsy McDaniel (Middle Georgia State University)
Brandon Harris (Georgia Southern University), 
Bruce Capers (Gordon State College)
Eugene Asola (Valdosta State University) 
Cherilyn McLester (Kennesaw State University)
Christine Brown (College of Coastal Georgia)
Clayton Nicks (Columbus State University) – Chair, Presiding
Collin Brooks (University of West Georgia)
Gregory Green (Fort Valley State University)
Hae Ryong Chun (Clayton State University)
Jamie Cooper (University of Georgia)
Jianhua Wu (Georgia State University)
Kameraon Causey (Albany State University)
Lauren Tapp (Georgia Gwinett College)
Lucas Mashburn (Georgia Highlands College)
Melanie Largin (Assistant Vice Chancellor, General Education and Student Pathways)
Mike Martino (Georgia College & State University)
Melinda Millard-Stafford (Georgia Institute of Technology)
Shawn Little (BOR University System Office Liaison) 

Introduction of Dr. Shawn Little
The meeting began at approximately 9:00 a.m. Clayton Nicks welcomed attendees and introduced Dr. Shawn Little, the new liaison to the committee. Dr. Little, who has been with the university system office for over a year, discussed her focus on expanding healthcare programs and her intention to engage more actively with the RAC groups. She emphasized her availability and willingness to support the committee's efforts.

Field of Study Requirements Discussion
Clayton Nicks addressed the Field of Study (FOS) requirements for Exercise Science and Athletic Training, which were approved in 2019. Given that Athletic Training programs are now at the graduate level, references to Athletic Training will be removed. The requirements for P–12 Health and Physical Education were reviewed and approved by the Teacher Preparation Committee in 2024 and subsequently shared with KRAAC.

The Field of Study requirements for Sport Fitness Management were also reviewed with the group, noting that these guidelines were approved in 2019. It was mentioned that some programs have been relocated to business schools due to content relevance. The need for need for interdisciplinary collaboration was emphasized and participants’ expertise is valuable in shaping the curriculum.

It was stated that all institutions should align with the Field of Study pathways approved by KRAAC. A spreadsheet is being developed to track adherence to these pathways, although it would not be used until next year. A Field of Study project is currently underway across all RACS, and as a result, KRAAC will need to revisit the issue in the fall.

Review of Bylaws and Membership Structure
The committee reviewed proposed amendments to the KRAAC bylaws. Key changes included: 1) a new leadership structure to enhance continuity within the committee; 2) broadening membership criteria to include various titles beyond just deans and department heads; 3) additional minor changes that were suggested. There was a more in-depth discussion (pros and cons) related to the proposed leadership structure which would include a “Chair-Elect” and “Past-President” as officers. 

A vote on the amendments was not taken, as the current bylaws dictate that a two-week review period must occur prior to voting. An email vote was planned following the meeting (May 2025).

Election of Officers
Formal elections were not conducted as the committee will wait for the official approval of the bylaws that include a new leadership structure. Dr. Nicks volunteered to continue to serve as chair for next year with the condition that a chair-elect be appointed. Dr. Lucas Mashburn expressed his willingness to take on the Chair-Elect role or take on the Chair role directly. It was proposed that Dr. Nicks serve as chair for one more year, with Dr. Mashburn as Chair Elect, pending the approval of the amended bylaws. A vote would take place if the proposed amendments were approved later in May.

Future Discussion Topics 
Some potential topics to be covered in the future were mentioned. These included: 1) Anatomy and Physiology (relating to different departments teaching those classes) and 2) Creating a subcommittee or interest group to address the challenges institutions face with CASCE/CSCS certification requirements by 2030. Members also shared information about various accrediting bodies relevant to the KRAAC with Dr. Little. 




Meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:54 a.m.  





